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The Bible translation used in today’s service is NIV 11.   
  

The service music and liturgy are used, reprinted, and 
livestreamed with permission through our 
onelicense.net license A-720507.  

 

31 North Park St 

Clintonville, WI 54929 

www.stpaulclintonville.com 
 

 

Pastor Caleb Rothfuss 
Cell: (989) 220-8833 

Church Office: (715) 460-3143 
 

Welcome Guests… 
We are honored to have you with us 
here at St. Paul in Clintonville! 
  

• Guest Book: Please sign our guest 
book near the doors to the 
worship area. 

• Restrooms: If you need them, there 
are bathrooms just to the sides of 
the main entrance doors.   

• Children: We are grateful and glad 
that they are here!  If you feel the 
need to, you can take them to the 
parent’s room or to the back 
gathering area.  Let us know if 
there are other ways we can help 
you focus on the Word.  

• Changing Table: If needed these 
are  in the parent’s room and 
downstairs restrooms. 

• Communion: guests, please talk 
with our pastor before coming up 
for communion so that we can talk 
about what we believe about it first.  
 

This church is part of the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod.  wels.net 

Last week we learned the hard truth that while 
money can help make life easier in some ways, it 

cannot bring true happiness and fulfillment. 
This week we see that as much as money lets us 
down in life, its ultimate failure to deliver on its 
promises happens in death. Those who live with 
hearts filled with love for money and void of love 
for God will receive the only eternity that money 

can buy: one void of God and filled with pain. 
Though we might be fooled into thinking money 

helps in life, it will certainly fail us in death. 
Conversely, that which seems to offer little help 

in life will never fail us in death. The best 
example of this is the gospel. Those who hear 

and heed the Scriptures often appear to receive 
little benefit in life. Living by God’s Word doesn’t 

make life easier. In fact, faithfully following 
Christ often means a more challenging life, one 
filled with crosses and self-denial. Great wealth 

gains you the admiration and respect of the 
world. Being true to Scripture is more likely to 
gain you scorn and ridicule. Yet those who find 
the help they need in God rather than in money 

will never be disappointed. In death they will 
receive a reward that dwarfs even the best 

things money can buy.  



 

 

—Morning Prayer— 
The full liturgy can be found on page 207 of the hymnal. 

Hymn 631 Speak, O Savior; I Am Listening  

   

   

   

   

   
  
   
   



 

 

Invocation Call to Worship 
Pastor:     In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Group:    Amen 

Confession and Absolution based on Psalm 143 
 Come, let us humbly approach our God, to whom all hearts are open  
  and from whom no secrets are hidden.  
 O Lord, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy,  
  and in your faithfulness, come to my relief.  
 Do not bring your servant into judgment,  
  for no one living is righteous before you.  
 Answer me quickly, O Lord; my spirit fails.  
 Do not hide your face from me, for I have put my trust in you.  
 Show me the way I should go,  
  for to you I lift up my soul.  
 Teach me to do your will, for you are my God. 
   

  —silence for meditation — 
 

 Almighty God, merciful Father,  
  I, a troubled and repentant sinner,  
  confess that I have sinned against you  
  in my thoughts, my words, and my actions.  
 I have not loved you with my whole heart. 
 I have not loved others as I should.  
 I am distressed by the sins that trouble me  
  and am deeply sorry for them. 
 

 Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus, I forgive you all your sins.  
 Be assured that you are a dear child of God and an heir of eternal life.  
 Amen  
 

Prayer and Praise  page 207 of the hymnal 

  



 

 

   

  
 

 O Come, Let Us Sing to the Lord Venite 
the music for this liturgy song can be found on page 208 

  

  

  

      
 
 



 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 

 Let us pray.  
 Mercifully grant, O God, that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule 

our hearts, for without your help we are unable to please you; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  

 Amen 
  
 First Reading  Amos 6:1–7   

At the time of Amos, the Israelites enjoyed peace and prosperity,                                   
but spiritually they were drifting away from the LORD.                                                      

The prophet warns not to let prosperity provide a false sense of security.  
1Woe to you who are complacent in Zion, 
and to you who feel secure on Mount Samaria, 
you notable men of the foremost nation, 
to whom the people of Israel come! 
2Go to Kalneh and look at it; 
go from there to great Hamath, 
and then go down to Gath in Philistia. 
Are they better off than your two kingdoms? 
Is their land larger than yours? 
3You put off the day of disaster 
and bring near a reign of terror. 
4You lie on beds adorned with ivory 
and lounge on your couches. 
You dine on choice lambs 
and fattened calves. 
5You strum away on your harps like David 
and improvise on musical instruments. 
6You drink wine by the bowlful 
and use the finest lotions, 
but you do not grieve over the ruin of Joseph. 
7Therefore you will be among the first to go into exile; 
your feasting and lounging will end.  

 

  The Word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God. 



 

 

Psalm 146 sung responsively 

   

   

   
  

I will praise the Lord / all my life; 
   I will sing praise to my God / as long as I live. 
Do not put your trust in / princes, 
   in human beings, who / cannot save. 
Blessed are those whose help is the God of / Jacob, 
   whose hope is in the / Lord their God.     

 Refrain 

He upholds the cause of / the oppressed 
   and gives food to the / hungry. 
The Lord sets / pris’ners free, 
   the Lord gives sight / to the blind. 
The Lord reigns for-/ ever, 
   your God, O Zion, for all generations. / Praise the Lord. 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
   and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be-/ ginning, 
   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.     

Refrain  



 

 

Second Reading  Hebrews 13:1–6   
 Because the Lord is our helper in both life and death,                                                                  

in all aspects of life we strive to live for him. 
1Keep on loving one another as brothers and sisters. 2Do not forget to show 
hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to 
angels without knowing it. 3Continue to remember those in prison as if you were 
together with them in prison, and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves 
were suffering. 
4Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will 
judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral. 5Keep your lives free from the 
love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, 

   “Never will I leave you; 
    never will I forsake you.” 
6So we say with confidence, 

   “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. 
    What can mere mortals do to me?” 
 

  The Word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation  Luke 16:31   

 Alleluia.  
 If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets,  

they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.   
Alleluia.  



 

 

Gospel Reading   Luke 16:19–31   

Jesus tells us a parable about two men, one whose confidence was in his wealth, another 
whose confidence was in his God.      

19“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in 
luxury every day. 20At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with 
sores 21and longing to eat what fell from the rich man’s table. Even the dogs 
came and licked his sores. 
22“The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s 
side. The rich man also died and was buried. 23In Hades, where he was in 
torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. 24So 
he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the 
tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’ 
25“But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your 
good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here 
and you are in agony. 26And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm 
has been set in place, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor 
can anyone cross over from there to us.’ 
27“He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my family, 28for I have 
five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of 
torment.’ 
29“Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’ 
30“ ‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, 
they will repent.’ 
31“He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not 
be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’ ” 

  

  The Gospel of the Lord. 
  Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Confession of Faith  Apostles’ Creed 
The Apostles’ Creed is a brief statement of gospel truths taught by the apostles.           
This creed was created to teach and unite Christians in the truth of God’s Word.           

The Apostles’ Creed can be found on page 197 of the hymnal. 

 



 

 

Hymn 817 Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart  

   

   

   

   

   

   

    

   
 



 

 

 Sermon  Luke 16:19–31   

 
 

 

Te Deum Laudamus hymn 952 Praise to You, Eternal Father  

   

   

   

   
 
 
  
 



 

 

Offering 
Our offering is our reaction to God’s Word.  Do not feel obligated to give here, we are just 
thankful you are here.  Your offerings here support the ministry here at this church, along 

with the mission work of our larger synod. 

Prayer of the Church Setting Three 
Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 
 Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the globe 
on which we live. You control all things through your Son, who sits at your right 
hand in glory. 
Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence. 
  
Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away our 
confusion, and demolish our doubts. Send your Spirit to strengthen both our 
confidence in your promises and our desire to live according to your will. 
Take away our love of sinning,            
 and restore us each day by your grace. 
  
The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us from 
scoffers who sneer at your truth. Spare us and Christians around the world from 
all forms of hate and persecution.    
Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy. 
  
Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare for 
future days. Help them distinguish between what is passing and what is eternal, 
between instant thrills and lasting joy. Encourage more young people to prepare 
for service in the public ministry of the gospel. 
Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.    
  
Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or emotional pain 
and all who are afflicted by disease or facing death. [Especially bless . . . here name 
the person and the cause of the petition.] Pour out your compassion on the 
grieving, and comfort the mourners who miss someone they loved. 
Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters        
 and to help when we can. 
  
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  Silent prayer 
Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us. 
Give us patience to accept your blessings in whatever way you send them. In your 
love and wisdom, prepare us for the day when you will take us to be with you forever. 
Hear us for Jesus’ sake.  
  Amen. 



 

 

Hymn 813  He Will Hold Me Fast  

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie Eleison  

   

 . 

The Lord’s Prayer the prayer our Savior taught us  

Thanksgiving 

 O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, 
  you have brought us safely to this new day.   
 Defend us with your mighty power,  
  and grant that this day we neither fall into sin  
  nor run into any kind of danger;  
  and in all we do direct us to what is right in your sight,  
  through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.  

  Amen 
 

   

   

Blessing  

  

  

         



 

 

Hymn 718  Though Thoughtless Thousands Choose the Road  
  

   

   

   

 WELS Connection a monthly update highlighting some of the work our larger 
church body is doing to carry out the mission of the church. Our church supports 
these efforts through our budgeted mission offering. 
 

  


