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The Bible translation used in today’s service is NIV 11.   
  

The service music and liturgy are used, reprinted, and 
livestreamed with permission through our 
onelicense.net license A-720507.  

 

31 North Park St 

Clintonville, WI 54929 

www.stpaulclintonville.com 
 

 

Pastor Caleb Rothfuss 
Cell: (989) 220-8833 

Church Office: (715) 460-3143 
 

Welcome Guests… 
We are honored to have you with us 
here at St. Paul in Clintonville! 
  

• Guest Book: Please sign our guest 
book near the doors to the 
worship area. 

• Restrooms: If you need them, there 
are bathrooms just to the sides of 
the main entrance doors.   

• Children: We are grateful and glad 
that they are here!  If you feel the 
need to, you can take them to the 
parent’s room or to the back 
gathering area.  Let us know if 
there are other ways we can help 
you focus on the Word.  

• Changing Table: If needed these 
are  in the parent’s room and 
downstairs restrooms. 

• Communion: guests, please talk 
with our pastor before coming up 
for communion so that we can talk 
about what we believe about it first.  
 

This church is part of the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod.  wels.net 

FAITH DEMONSTRATED THROUGH 
TOTAL DEPENDENCE  

Last week we heard Jesus ask, “When the Son of 
Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?” (Luke 
18:8). As we consider Jesus’ question, it might be 

easy to assume that any decrease in faith we 
observe in the world corresponds with an increase 

in secularism and disdain for God’s Word. That 
type of unbelief certainly can be observed in our 

world. However, today we see there is another type 
of unbelief, a type that looks upright and moral. 
The absence of the faith Jesus seeks isn’t always 

complete and total rejection of God or the Bible or 
even Jesus. It is possible for someone to have 

respect for Scripture and Christ, yet ultimately 
trust in his own goodness when it comes to his 

relationship with God. It is natural for us to want 
to believe that our relationship with God revolves 

around our obedience to his commands. We 
desperately desire to believe that, if we just apply 
the right spiritual advice and effort, we can earn 

God’s approval and eternal inheritance. This, too, 
is unbelief, just as much as paganism or 

secularism. This week Jesus uses God’s law for its 
chief purpose: to expose sin and crush our natural 

pride. In Christ’s hands God’s law is a powerful tool 
used to shape in us the faith he seeks—one totally 

dependent on God to do what only he can do.  



 

 

—Morning Prayer— 
The full liturgy can be found on page 207 of the hymnal. 

Hymn 816 I Am Trusting You, Lord Jesus 

   

   
 

   

   



 

 

Invocation Call to Worship 
Pastor:     In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Group:    Amen 

Confession and Absolution based on Psalm 143 
 Come, let us humbly approach our God, to whom all hearts are open  
  and from whom no secrets are hidden.  
 O Lord, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy,  
  and in your faithfulness, come to my relief.  
 Do not bring your servant into judgment,  
  for no one living is righteous before you.  
 Answer me quickly, O Lord; my spirit fails.  
 Do not hide your face from me, for I have put my trust in you.  
 Show me the way I should go,  
  for to you I lift up my soul.  
 Teach me to do your will, for you are my God. 
   

  —silence for meditation — 
 

  We pray... 
  Almighty God, merciful Father,  
   I, a troubled and repentant sinner,  
   confess that I have sinned against you  
   in my thoughts, my words, and my actions.  
  I have not loved you with my whole heart. 
  I have not loved others as I should.  
  I am distressed by the sins that trouble me  
   and am deeply sorry for them. 
 

 Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus, I forgive you all your sins.  
 Be assured that you are a dear child of God and an heir of eternal life.  
 Amen  
 

Prayer and Praise  page 207 of the hymnal 

  



 

 

   

  
 

 O Come, Let Us Sing to the Lord Venite 
the music for this liturgy song can be found on page 208 

  

  

  

      
 
 



 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 

 Let us pray.  
 Lord, keep your household, the church, in continual godliness, and set us free 

from all adversities that, under your protection, we may serve you with true 
devotion and holy deeds; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 Amen 
  
 First Reading  Deuteronomy 10:12-22    

In his farewell address, Moses reminds the Israelites that they always have been               
and forever will be totally dependent on God’s grace. 

1Woe to you who are complacent in Zion, 
14To the Lord your God belong the heavens, even the highest heavens, the earth 
and everything in it. 15Yet the Lord set his affection on your ancestors and loved 
them, and he chose you, their descendants, above all the nations—as it is 
today. 16Circumcise your hearts, therefore, and do not be stiff-necked any 
longer. 17For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, 
mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality and accepts no bribes. 18He 
defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the foreigner 
residing among you, giving them food and clothing. 19And you are to love those 
who are foreigners, for you yourselves were foreigners in Egypt. 20Fear 
the Lord your God and serve him. Hold fast to him and take your oaths in his 
name. 21He is the one you praise; he is your God, who performed for you those 
great and awesome wonders you saw with your own eyes. 22Your ancestors who 
went down into Egypt were seventy in all, and now the Lord your God has made 
you as numerous as the stars in the sky. 

 

  The Word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God. 



 

 

Psalm 90 hymn 820 

   

   

      

   
 

Second Reading  1 John 2:15–17   
 John encourages us to love and depend on our heavenly Father, not the world. 

15Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love 
for the Father is not in them. 16For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from the Father but from 
the world. 17The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of 
God lives forever.  
 

  The Word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation  Matthew 22:37  

 Alleluia.  
  Love the Lord your God with all your heart  

and with all your soul  
and with all your mind.   

Alleluia.  



 

 

Gospel Reading   Luke 18:18–30   

Jesus tells us a parable about two men, one whose confidence was in his wealth, another 
whose confidence was in his God.      

18A certain ruler asked him,              
  “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 
19“Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God 
alone. 20You know the commandments: ‘You shall not commit adultery, you 
shall not murder, you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, honor 
your father and mother.’” 
21“All these I have kept since I was a boy,” he said. 
22When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell everything 
you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, 
follow me.” 
23When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was very wealthy. 24Jesus 
looked at him and said, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of 
God! 25Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for 
someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 
26Those who heard this asked, “Who then can be saved?” 
27Jesus replied, “What is impossible with man is possible with God.” 
28Peter said to him, “We have left all we had to follow you!” 
29“Truly I tell you,” Jesus said to them, “no one who has left home or wife or 
brothers or sisters or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of 
God 30will fail to receive many times as much in this age, and in the age to come 
eternal life.” 

  

  The Gospel of the Lord. 
  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Confession of Faith  Apostles’ Creed 
The Apostles’ Creed is a brief statement of gospel truths taught by the apostles.           
This creed was created to teach and unite Christians in the truth of God’s Word.           

The Apostles’ Creed can be found on page 197 of the hymnal. 

 

 



 

 

Hymn 717 What Is the World to Me  

   

   

   

   
   
   
  
 

 Sermon  Luke 18:18–30     

 
 

 



 

 

Te Deum Laudamus hymn 952 Praise to You, Eternal Father  

   

   

   

   
  
 

Offering 
Our offering is our reaction to God’s Word.  Do not feel obligated to give here, we are just 
thankful you are here.  Your offerings here support the ministry here at this church, along 

with the mission work of our larger synod. 

Prayer of the Church Setting Three 
Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the globe 
on which we live. You control all things through your Son, who sits at your right 
hand in glory. 
Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence. 
  
Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away our 
confusion, and demolish our doubts. Send your Spirit to strengthen both our 
confidence in your promises and our desire to live according to your will. 
Take away our love of sinning,            
 and restore us each day by your grace. 
  
The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us from 
scoffers who sneer at your truth. Spare us and Christians around the world from 
all forms of hate and persecution.    
Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy. 
  
Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare for 
future days. Help them distinguish between what is passing and what is eternal, 
between instant thrills and lasting joy. Encourage more young people to prepare 
for service in the public ministry of the gospel. 
Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.    
  
Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or emotional pain 
and all who are afflicted by disease or facing death.  
[Especially bless . . . here name the person and the cause of the petition.]  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pour out your compassion on the grieving, and comfort the mourners who miss 
someone they loved. 
Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters        
 and to help when we can. 
  
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  Silent prayer 
Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us. 
Give us patience to accept your blessings in whatever way you send them. In your 
love and wisdom, prepare us for the day when you will take us to be with you forever. 
Hear us for Jesus’ sake.  
  Amen. 



 

 

Hymn 510  In Christ Alone 

   

   

   

   

   

   
   
   
   
   



 

 

Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie Eleison  

   

 . 

The Lord’s Prayer the prayer our Savior taught us  

Thanksgiving 

 O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, 
  you have brought us safely to this new day.   
 Defend us with your mighty power,  
  and grant that this day we neither fall into sin  
  nor run into any kind of danger;  
  and in all we do direct us to what is right in your sight,  
  through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.  

  Amen 
 

   

   

Blessing  

  

  

         



 

 

Hymn 927  Lord Dismiss Us with Your Blessing  

   

   

   

   

 WELS Connection a monthly update highlighting some of the work our larger church 
body is doing to carry out the mission of the church. Our church supports these efforts 
through our budgeted mission offering. 
 

—WELS Connection this week because next week is Reformation— 
  



 

 

 

Thanks for joining us this morning!   
 Welcome, we are glad you joined us this morning!  After the service, relax and 

enjoy some snacks.  Kids can grab a snack and head downstairs for Sunday 
School!  Teens and adults, we will gather back in the worship after a while for 
our quarterly Open F0rum and Voter’s Meeting. 

What a Blessing!!! 
We were told by the WELS Extension Fund (who we have our mortgage with) 
that an anonymous donor has graciously offered our church a matching 
opportunity.  The anonymous donor will match your donations for paying         
off the mortgage from now until the end of the year, up to a total of $20,000.        

Fall Cleaning: Saturday October 22nd starting at 8am 
If you haven’t noticed, it is fall.  The leaves are changing colors and we are 
preparing for winter weather.  Please come and help how you can on Saturday, 
October 22nd starting at 8am, as we take care of our church campus.   

Trunk or Treat Sunday October 30th  starting at 4pm 
Since the city is having their annual Trick-or-Treat time and since our neighbors 
will be out and about walking past our church, we want to take advantage of this.  
If you are interested in either coming and handing out candy in our church 
parking lot or coming and helping with games, please let us know on the sign   
up sheet in the narthex.  We will need lots of help running the games. 

Book Club Connecting Sinai to Calvary 
Starting soon, there will be another opportunity to grow deeper in the Word.  Join 
us as we read through Connecting Sinai to Calvary.  This book sheds light on the 
religion, culture, language, geography, and everyday life of the Old Testament 
Israelites to help you better appreciate this portion of Scripture. Ultimately, the 
book demonstrates how God was intimately involved in the daily lives of his 
people, how he revealed his plan of salvation to them, and why Jesus is really the 
central figure of the Old Testament.   

Lutheran Leadership Conference: Registration is Open 
FYI: registration for the next Lutheran Leadership Conference is open.  The event 
will be from January 16-18 in Chicago.  Details are at lutheranleadership.com  
This time they have nearly 50 breakout sessions to choose from!  Take a look! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

October 26 Wednesday  
 Open Office @10am-12 noon 
 Catechism Class @ 5:30pm 

October 30 Sunday  
 Worship Service @9am    
 Sunday School @10:15am 
 Bible Study @10:15am 
 Trunk or Treat Evangelism Effort @4pm 

November 2 Wednesday  
 Open Office @10am-12 noon 
 Catechism Class @ 5:30pm 

November 6 Sunday  
 Worship Service @9am    
 Sunday School @10:15am 
 Bible Study @10:15am 
 Trunk or Treat Evangelism Effort @4pm 

November 8 Tuesday  
 Sisters in Christ starting @6pm 

November 9 Wednesday  
 Open Office @10am-12 noon 
 Catechism Class @ 5:30pm 

Trunk or Treat 
Evangelism Effort 

October 30th  
 
 

Daylight Savings 
November 6th  

 
 

Thanksgiving Eve 
Worship Service 

November 23rd  

Big Events 

 

Sunday, October 16th  
Attendance:  

Offered:  $.00 
General Fund:  $.00 

 
Mortgage Matching Total: 

$7,290.00 given 
so far from our congregation 

before matching 

Communion Help: 
October: Austin R 

 
 
 

Communion Clean Up 
 Dawn G 11/6 
  Becky H 11/6 

 Dawn G 11/20 
  Becky H 11/20 

Snacks this week 
  
  

Ushers this week 
Jon L 

Trevor L 
Trent L 

Teagan L 

Snacks next week 
  
 

Ushers next week 
Jon L 

Trevor L 
Trent L 

Teagan L 

~THE LORD WILING~ 

Shut In Visitors   October: Schleys November: Angie Boughton 


