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Compline
The full liturgy can be found on page 225 of the hymnal.

The Advent Candles

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light:
On those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.

Isaiah 9:2
John the Baptist called out in the wilderness:
"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near."
"Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him."
Matthew 3:2,3

Christ himself has given us the power for repentance. By his holy life and innocent
death he has conquered Satan and sin and is able to help us when we are tempted.
Hebrews 2:18
He reigns in our lives with his grace and bring us to eternal life.
Romans 5:21
Let us pray.
Almighty God, your holy Word has called us to repent of sin and walk in your path
of righteousness. For the sake of Jesus Christ, you have not quickly judged the
world for sin, but have given all a time of grace, and a call to turn from evil ways.
By the power of your Spirit, turn our hearts to you. Make us grow in our obedience
to your Word. In Jesus, you have revealed to us your holy love. Move us to love one
another as he has loved us, and to serve one another as if we were serving you;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
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Hymn 795 The Day You Gave Us, Lord, Is Ended
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Confession and Absolution
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
Who made heaven and earth.

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another.

—silence for meditation —
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
in our thoughts,
in our words,
in our deeds,
and in all that we have not done.
Forgive us in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Deliver and restore us,
that we may rest in peace.

By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ,
and in him we are forgiven.
Let us rest in his peace until the rising of the sun,
when we shall serve him in newness of life.

Amen.
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Reading 2 Samuel 7:4,8-16

*But that night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, saying:

%Now then, tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD Almighty says: I

took you from the pasture, from tending the flock, and appointed you ruler
over my people Israel. °I have been with you wherever you have gone, and I
have cut off all your enemies from before you. Now I will make your name
great, like the names of the greatest men on earth. ’And I will provide a
place for my people Israel and will plant them so that they can have a home
of their own and no longer be disturbed. Wicked people will not oppress
them anymore, as they did at the beginning "and have done ever since the
time [ appointed leaders over my people Israel. I will also give you rest from
all your enemies.

« ¢

The LorD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a house for
you: “"When your days are over and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise
up your offspring to succeed you, your own flesh and blood, and I will
establish his kingdom. "He is the one who will build a house for my Name,
and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be his father,
and he will be my son. When he does wrong, I will punish him with a rod
wielded by men, with floggings inflicted by human hands. *But my love will
never be taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed
from before you. **Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before
me; your throne will be established forever.””

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




Psalm 86 spoken responsively

A Prayer of David

Hear me, Lord, and answer me,
for I am poor and needy.
Guard my life, for I am faithful to you;
save your servant who trusts in you.
You are my God; have mercy on me, Lord,
for I call to you all day long.
Bring joy to your servant, Lord,
for I put my trust in you.
You, Lord, are forgiving and good,
abounding in love to all who call to you.
Hear my prayer, Lord;
listen to my cry for mercy.
When [ am in distress, I call to you,
because you answer me.
Among the gods there is none like you, Lord;
no deeds can compare with yours.
All the nations you have made
will come and worship before you, Lord;
they will bring glory to your name.
For you are great and do marvelous deeds;
you alone are God.
Teach me your way, Lord,
that I may rely on your faithfulness;
give me an undivided heart,
that I may fear your name.
[ will praise you, Lord my God, with all my heart;
I will glorify your name forever.
For great is your love toward me;
you have delivered me from the depths,
from the realm of the dead.
Arrogant foes are attacking me, O God;
ruthless people are trying to kill me—
they have no regard for you.



But you, Lord, are a compassionate and gracious God,
slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness.
Turn to me and have mercy on me;
show your strength in behalf of your servant;
save me, because I serve you
just as my mother did.
Give me a sign of your goodness,
that my enemies may see it and be put to shame,
for you, Lord, have helped me and comforted me.
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Sermon Reading Matthew 1:18-25

*® This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was
pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit.” Because Joseph her husband was
faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had
in mind to divorce her quietly.

*°But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as
your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.* She will
give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save
his people from their sins.”

** All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: * “The
virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him
Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).

**When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him
and took Mary home as his wife. * But he did not consummate their marriage
until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ) «

Sermon




Hymn 892 By All Your Saints Still Striving
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Offering

Our offering is our reaction to God’s Word. Do not feel obligated to give here, we are just
thankful you are here. Your offerings here support the ministry here at this church, along
with the mission work of our larger synod.



Prayer music can be found on page 228
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when I a-wake, vyour pres-ence will give me joy.

Prayer
O God our Father, by your mercy and might the world turns safely into
darkness and returns again to light. We place into your hands our unfinished
tasks, our unsolved problems, and our unfulfilled hopes, knowing that onl
what you bless will prosper. To your great love and protection we commit eacﬁ
other and all those we love, knowing that you alone are our sure defender;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer music can be found on page 230 of the hymnal
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Blessing
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Amen
Hymn 323 Creator of the Stars of Night
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The Bethlehem Candle

The second candle we light in the Advent wreath is the
Bethlehem Candle. This violet candle is also referred to as
the Peace Candle. This candle reminds us that in Bethlehem,
the Prince of Peace was born to the Virgin Mary.



