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The Bible translation used in today’s service is NIV 11.   
  

The service music and liturgy are used, reprinted, and 
livestreamed with permission through our 
onelicense.net license A-720507.  

 

31 North Park St 

Clintonville, WI 54929 

www.stpaulclintonville.com 
 

 

Pastor Caleb Rothfuss 
Cell: (989) 220-8833 

Church Office: (715) 460-3143 
 

Welcome Guests… 
We are honored to have you with us 
here at St. Paul in Clintonville! 
  

• Guest Book: Please sign our guest 
book near the doors to the 
worship area. 

• Restrooms: If you need them, there 
are bathrooms just to the sides of 
the main entrance doors.   

• Children: We are grateful and glad 
that they are here!  If you feel the 
need to, you can take them to the 
parent’s room or to the back 
gathering area.  Let us know if 
there are other ways we can help 
you focus on the Word.  

• Changing Table: If needed these 
are  in the parent’s room and 
downstairs restrooms. 

• Communion: guests, please talk 
with our pastor before coming up 
for communion so that we can talk 
about what we believe about it first.  
 

This church is part of the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod.  wels.net 

COME, LORD JESUS! - AS IMMANUEL 
 

This time of year it is so easy to get caught up 
in the beautiful trappings of Christmas and 

forget why this birth had to take place. 
Mankind fell into sin. Sin brings an awful 

burden. Hatred and oppression. Suffering and 
pain. Guilt and shame. The devastation of 

death. These are all natural consequences of 
sin. And what can we do about any of it? 

Nothing of substance. We can numb 
ourselves to pain, but we cannot avoid it. We 

can fill our life with distractions in an 
attempt to forget about our guilt. But our 

conscience is always nagging. And death…no 
one avoids that.  

 
Man can do nothing to shake off the burden 
of sin. Therefore, the Church prays that God 
would come in power to remove that burden 
for us. Since the Garden, there has been only 
one plan to do that: God would take on flesh 

and blood. To do what mankind could not 
do—remove all the burdens of sin—God 

became man. When you look into the 
manger, what do you see? A baby? Yes. But, 
more. That is Immanuel, “God-with-us.” The 

Son of God became Mary’s son, so that he 
could do for us what we could not do for 

ourselves.  



 

 

—Service Setting Two— 
The full liturgy can be found on page 162 of the hymnal. 

Hymn 302 Prepare the Royal Highway 
  

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Invocation Call to Worship 
Pastor:     In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Group:    Amen 
 

Confession of sins 
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Almighty and merciful Father,  
        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 
    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts. 
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  
    We have done those things that we should not have done,  
        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  
    Have mercy on us, Lord!  
        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  
        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

Declaration of Grace through Christ 
God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, 
to be our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death 
on the cross and freed us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have 
peace with God now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

Kyrie Lord Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord have mercy. 

 For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,       
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord have mercy. 

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise,               
let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord have mercy. 

 Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
 Amen 



 

 

Gloria hymn 608 Glory Be to God the Father 
  

 

 

 

 

  

Prayer of the Day 

 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

 Let us pray.  
 Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of our sins, and 

make us ready for the celebration of your birth, that we may receive you in joy 
and serve you always; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  

 Amen 
 



 

 

First Reading  Isaiah 7:10–14    
The Lord promised that deliverance would come through the gift of Immanuel.            

And how would we recognize him? He would be born of a virgin. 

 10Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask the Lord your God for a sign, whether in 
the deepest depths or in the highest heights.” 

 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will not put the Lord to the test.” 

 13Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the 
patience of humans? Will you try the patience of my God also? 14Therefore the 
Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, 
and will call him Immanuel. 

 

  The Word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 89  spoken responsively  

I will sing of the Lord’s great love forever; 
    with my mouth I will make your faithfulness known through all generations. 
I will declare that your love stands firm forever, 
    that you have established your faithfulness in heav’n itself. 
The heavens praise your wonders, Lord, 
    your faithfulness too, in the assembly of the holy ones.     

Who is like you, Lord God Almighty? 
    You, Lord, are mighty, and your faithfulness surrounds you. 
Blessed are those who have learned to acclaim you, 
    who walk in the light of your presence, Lord. 
They rejoice in your name all day long; 
    they celebrate your righteousness. 
  



 

 

Second Reading Romans 1:1-7 
After thousands of years of God’s promises, St. Paul sees them all fulfilled in Christ. 

Jesus is Immanuel, true God and true man. 
1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the 
gospel of God— 2the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the 
Holy Scriptures 3regarding his Son, who as to his earthly life was a descendant of 
David, 4and who through the Spirit of holiness was appointed the Son of God in 
power by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. 5Through him 
we received grace and apostleship to call all the Gentiles to the obedience that 
comes from faith for his name’s sake. 6And you also are among those Gentiles 
who are called to belong to Jesus Christ. 
7To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be his holy people: 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

  The Word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation  Matthew 1:23 

 Alleluia.  
The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son,  

and they will call him Immanuel.   
Alleluia.  



 

 

Gospel Reading  Matthew 1:18-25 

In faith, Joseph accepted that within the womb of his bride-to-be was Immanuel—        
the very Son of God, the promised Savior from sin. 

18This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 
pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found 
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19Because Joseph her husband was 
faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had 
in mind to divorce her quietly. 
20But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as 
your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will give 
birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his 
people from their sins.” 
22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23“The 
virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him 
Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 
24When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him 
and took Mary home as his wife. 25But he did not consummate their marriage 
until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus. 
  

  The Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 



 

 

Hymn 496 Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 Sermon  Matthew 1:18-25 

 
 When God Shows Up,  

  He Delivers  
 



 

 

Confession of Faith  Nicene Creed 
The Nicene Creed was written around A.D. 325 in defense of the true Christian faith.    

The Nicene Creed can be found on page 162 of the hymnal. 

Prayer of the Church Advent II 
Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise to 
send the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through your prophets 
of old, you continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of their Savior. 
We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise        
 and sending your Son to destroy the works of the devil. 
  
As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter 
our pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy. 
Move us to take to heart the words of John:       
 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” 
  
You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and 
strength. Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the 
despairing. In these days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and 
the frenzy of commercialism. 
Fill our lives with the message of your peace         
 and the music of your grace. 
  
Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see your 
Son coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords. 
Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day. 
  
Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical and emotional pain 
and all who are afflicted by disease or facing death.  
[Especially bless…  ] 
 
 
Pour out your compassion on the grieving and comfort the mourners who miss 
someone they loved. 
Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters         
 and to help when we can. 
  
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  Silent prayer 
 Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory. 
Come, Lord Jesus!  
   Amen.   

 



 

 

Offering 
Our offering is our reaction to God’s grace, do not feel obligated to give. 

 
The Sacrament spoken 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

   

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared when he called people to 
repentance and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world.  Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your 
holy name and join their glorious song: 

Holy, Holy, Holy   



 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  
We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, 
whom you sent to be our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of 
your grace. Through him you made all things; in him you are well 
pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born 
of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on 
the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 

  
As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you 
have gathered us together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us 
your Spirit, unite us as one, and strengthen our faith so that we may 
praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor 
you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer the prayer our Savior taught us  

Words of Institution  
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
“Take and eat; this is my  body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 

  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink 
from it, all of you; this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is 
poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you 
drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 

Our Practice of Close Communion 
Based on the words of Scripture, we believe that 
partaking in the Sacrament of Holy Communion is 
one of the highest forms of fellowship we have this 
side of heaven—both with our Risen Savior and 
with our fellow believers. By partaking in the 
sacrament, we confess that we believe what this 
congregation teaches and confesses. Because we 
don’t want to put anyone in the uncomfortable 
position of having to state their full agreement with 
us before we’ve had an opportunity to explain it to 
them, we respectfully ask that only those who are 
communicant members of this congregation or 
another WELS or ELS congregation come forward 
to receive the Sacrament. If you would like further 
explanation of our practice,   Pastor Rothfuss 
would be more than willing to explain after the 
worship service.  



 

 

 

Distribution of the Sacrament 

 Hymn  320 As Angels Joyed with One Accord  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Hymn 362 Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Response  Song of Simeon 

  

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

Thanksgiving 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
 his mercy endures forever. 
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
 we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this 
saving gift. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you 
and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
 Amen. 

Blessing the Benediction 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
 Amen. 
 

Hymn 330 Peace Came to Earth 

 

 

 

  



 

 

The Angels’ Candle 
 

Also known as the Good News Candle, this week we light the 
last purple candle to remind us of the message.  This is the 

message that cause angel choirs to sing.  This is the message 
that still brings hope today.  This is the message that will still 

be relevant when the trumpet call comes and the Savior 
returns with the legions upon legions of angels.   


