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The Bible translation used in today’s service is NIV 11.   
  

The service music and liturgy are used, reprinted, and 
livestreamed with permission through our 
onelicense.net license A-720507.  

 

31 North Park St 

Clintonville, WI 54929 

www.stpaulclintonville.com 
 

 

Pastor Caleb Rothfuss 
Cell: (989) 220-8833 

Church Office: (715) 460-3143 
 

Welcome Guests… 
We are honored to have you with us 
here at St. Paul in Clintonville! 
  

• Guest Book: Please sign our guest 
book near the doors to the 
worship area. 

• Restrooms: If you need them, there 
are bathrooms just to the sides of 
the main entrance doors.   

• Children: We are grateful and glad 
that they are here!  If you feel the 
need to, you can take them to the 
parent’s room or to the back 
gathering area.  Let us know if 
there are other ways we can help 
you focus on the Word.  

• Changing Table: If needed these 
are  in the parent’s room and 
downstairs restrooms. 

• Communion: guests, please talk 
with our pastor before coming up 
for communion so that we can talk 
about what we believe about it first.  
 

This church is part of the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod.  wels.net 

A SAVIOR IS BORN TO BE THE TRUE SON 

Christmas holidays mean family time. 
Extended family travel and visits. Meals are 

prepared, gifts given, memories are made. The 
memories might not all be good. Sometimes, 
Christmas dinners end in fights. Sometimes, 

hurt feelings keep family from coming together 
during the holidays. The painful reality is that 
we sinners fail our families, and our families 

fail us.  
 

God knows what that’s like. He, too, wanted 
his children to be everything he hoped for them 

to be. But he was sorely disappointed. That’s 
why he made a plan. God the Father sent Jesus 

to be the son that he always wanted—
reciprocal in love, perfect in obedience, 

unwavering in devotion. Jesus came to be 
everything that God wanted from us.  

 

By coming to be the true Son of the Father, 
Jesus gives us rights to be redeemed sons and 

daughters—sons just like Jesus with the rights, 
the relationship, and the privileges of heirs. 



 

 

—Service Setting One— 
the full order of service with music parts can be found in the hymnal starting on page 154 

Hymn 344  What Child Is This 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Invocation Call to Worship 
Pastor:     In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Group:   Amen 

Confession of sins 
If we claim to be without sin,           
 we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you          
  in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

Declaration of Grace through Christ 
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only 
Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of 
the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 



 

 

Lord Have Mercy Kyrie Eleison  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Glory Be to God hymn 351 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 

 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

 Let us pray.  
 Lord God, by the leading of a star, you once made known to the nations 

your one and only Son. Guide us, also, who know him now by faith to 
come at last to the perfect joy of your heavenly glory; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  

 Amen 
 

 

 



 

 

First Reading  Isaiah 60:1–6 
1“Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
  and the glory of the Lord rises upon you. 
2See, darkness covers the earth 
  and thick darkness is over the peoples, 
but the Lord rises upon you 
  and his glory appears over you. 
3Nations will come to your light, 
  and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
4“Lift up your eyes and look about you: 
  All assemble and come to you; 
your sons come from afar, 
  and your daughters are carried on the hip. 
5Then you will look and be radiant, 
  your heart will throb and swell with joy; 
the wealth on the seas will be brought to you, 
  to you the riches of the nations will come. 
6Herds of camels will cover your land, 
  young camels of Midian and Ephah. 
And all from Sheba will come, 
  bearing gold and incense 
  and proclaiming the praise of the Lord. 
 

  The Word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God. 



 

 

Psalm 72 hymn 384 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 Second Reading  Ephesians 3:2–12 
 

2Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was 
given to me for you, 3that is, the mystery made known to me by 
revelation, as I have already written briefly. 4In reading this, then, you 
will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5which 
was not made known to people in other generations as it has now been 
revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. 6This mystery 
is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, 
members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in 
Christ Jesus. 



 

 

7I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me 
through the working of his power. 8Although I am less than the least of 
all the Lord’s people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles 
the boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make plain to everyone the 
administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in 
God, who created all things. 10His intent was that now, through the 
church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the 
rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 11according to his eternal 
purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12In him and 
through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and 
confidence. 

 
  The Word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 2:2 

    

   
 

 

  



 

 

Gospel Reading  Matthew 2:1–12     
1After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King 
Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2and asked, “Where is the 
one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose 
and have come to worship him.” 
3When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with 
him. 4When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and 
teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be 
born. 5“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the 
prophet has written: 

   6“ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
   for out of you will come a ruler 
   who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

7Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact 
time the star had appeared. 8He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go 
and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, 
so that I too may go and worship him.” 
9After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they 
had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place 
where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11On 
coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they 
bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and 
presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12And having 
been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their 
country by another route. 

 

  The Gospel of the Lord. 
  Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

 

 



 

 

Hymn 370 How Lovely Shines the Morning Star 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Sermon   Matthew 2:13-23 

 

————— 
Confession of Faith  Nicene Creed 

The Nicene Creed was written around A.D. 325 in defense of the true 
Christian faith. This creed was created to fight false teachings some were 

teaching. The Nicene Creed can be found on page 162 of the hymnal. 

Prayer of the Church Epiphany 
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s Son, in the fullness of time you 
came into our world to save us from sin and death. 
You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold. 
  
Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, you 
came preaching and teaching, healing and comforting, forgiving and 
encouraging: 
You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness,   
  and the joy of salvation to those doomed to death. 
  
Prince of peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. 
Let the good news of salvation be heard in the remotest corners of the 
earth. Open our own lips to speak your name to those around us who still 
live without faith or hope: 
Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world    
 with the light of your gospel. 
  
Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our 
gifts to serve you and each other in willing gratitude and joy. Watch over 
our loved ones near and far, that they may remember your love and 
rejoice in your salvation. Strengthen the faith of the sick and the 
disheartened. [We pray especially for… ]  
 
 
 

 
 
 

Give hope to those in despair and comfort those who mourn. 
Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love      

 in everything we say and do. 



 

 

 Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
   Silent prayer 
 Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we 
will stand in the full light of your glory and with all your saints and angels 
sing the everlasting song of triumph. 
Amen. 

 
 

Offering 
Our offering is our reaction to God’s Word.  Do not feel obligated to give here, we 
are just thankful you are here.  Your offerings here support the ministry here at 

this church, along with the mission work of our larger synod. 
 

The Sacrament 

  

  

  

  

 

  
 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give 
you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, by whose wonderful and mysterious birth you have 
opened our eyes to the glory of your grace and renewed in our hearts the 
fervor of your love.  Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of 
heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 



 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy music for this song is on page 167 of the hymnal  

   

   

   

   

   
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  
 Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you 

made us the crown of your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. 
In grace you sent your Son to redeem us from sin. 

  

 We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, 
became flesh and made his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed 
himself under law to redeem those under law, that he humbled himself 
by becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he has destroyed death 
and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 

  

 Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. 
Forgive our sins, increase our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and 
deepen our longing for the day when Christ will welcome us to his eternal 
feast. Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to you, O God our Father, 
and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer the prayer our Savior taught us  



 

 

Words of Institution  
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
“Take and eat; this is my  body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink 
from it, all of you; this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is 
poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you 
drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 

O Christ, Lamb of God music for this song is on page 169 of the hymnal  

   

  

  

 

  
 

Distribution of the Sacrament 

Our Practice of Close Communion 
Based on the words of Scripture, we believe that partaking in the Sacrament of Holy Communion is one 
of the highest forms of fellowship we have this side of heaven—both with our Risen Savior and with our 
fellow believers. By partaking in the sacrament, we confess that we believe what this congregation 
teaches and confesses. Because we don’t want to put anyone in the uncomfortable position of having to 
state their full agreement with us before we’ve had an opportunity to explain it to them, we respectfully 
ask that only those who are communicant members of this congregation or another WELS or ELS 
congregation come forward to receive the Sacrament. If you would like further explanation of our 
practice,   Pastor Rothfuss would be more than willing to explain after the worship service.  



 

 

Hymn 373 Brightest and Best 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Hymn 342 O Jesus Christ, Your Manger Is 

 

 

 

 
  



 

 

Thanksgiving 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
 his mercy endures forever. 
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
 we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this 
saving gift. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you 
and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 

Blessing the Benediction 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

Hymn 372  As with Gladness Men of Old  

 

 

 
  



 

 

 



 

 


